

August 31st 2009
Welcome back to all pupils and a special welcome for all our new pupils and their parents. We hope everyone had a lovely break over the summer and are ready for another busy year in St Philomena’s, Ravenswell.  Our Holiday calendar for the year will be sent out shortly and a copy of it and all newsletters will be available on our website- www.stphilomenas.ie

Important dates:

Monday 31st August : School reopens at 9am for all children

Junior Infants home time will be 12noon until Thursday 11th September when it returns to the normal time of 1.40pm.

Wednesday 2nd September: Staff meeting: all classes go home at 12.30pm except for Junior Infants at 12noon. 

Wednesday 10th September: meeting for Junior Infant Parents at 11am in school hall.
Friday 2nd October: School closed for use as a polling booth for Lisbon Referendum. 

Swine flu update:

Schools will remain open unless medical advice is received to close the school. 

Please see posters around school and explain the recommended health habits to your child.  
School hand washing hygiene
Every child should have their own hand towel in a labeled toilet/ziplock bag. Parents should ensure these are washed regularly. Face cloth size would be ideal and are available in chainstores between 50c and 70c. 
Soap is available in every classroom. Desks and door handles will be disinfected daily.

Every child should have a pack of tissues in their bag. All tissues to be binned after each use and hands washed. 

If your child is feeling unwell please do not send to school until you are sure they are not infectious. Contact your family doctor for advice. The Health Service has a Flue Information Line Free phone 1800941100, or check online at www.swineflue.ie for advice. 
Forms
A number of forms are enclosed to be returned to the school no later than Friday 5th Sept.  Please give to class teacher. Contact details will be used to up date our “Text A Parent” service. 
Rental books are in each class for your child and will be given out by the class teacher.  

Please pay 60 euro to school office for rentals, art and craft class materials etc. you will be given a receipt for each payment. 

Maintenance and school upgrades. 
We had a busy summer cleaning and upgrading the school buildings. 
A new boiler system has been installed to heat the hall and other rooms in that building. Alarms have been upgraded. 

In the school garden, each class now has a little garden area for growing their own plants. There is also an area for parents to plant vegetables etc. Thanks to Mrs. Stone for organizing the planning of this area. .  

All the grounds have been cleared, and an unsafe tree removed.

The reception hall and school hall have been redecorated. 

Rooms 1-4 have had shelving installed. 

All rooms, corridors  and toilet areas have been thoroughly cleaned and disinfected. 
All the wooden sash windows in the hall and school have been repaired, painted and are now opening properly. Skylights and roof windows in the old school have also been repaired and/or replaced. 

We have installed 4 new interactive whiteboards. There are now 6 of these in the school.
Electrical upgrading is due to take place in the hall area and the extension 4 classroom building. This has just gone to tender. 
James and Chris, our caretaker and cleaning staff have worked very hard all summer to get the school ready for the new academic year and deserve a huge thank you for the incredible hard work they put in. 
We are very proud of the high level of cleanliness in the school and work hard to keep it that way. We ask parents and children to help us in keeping the school and grounds to a high standard by putting litter in bins or bringing it home with them. 

The school grounds are a “No Smoking” area and we ask people to respect this. 

Summer camp

Once again the Parents Activity Group ran a very successful holiday camp here in July and had over 100 children attending. Many parents were involved in this along with Ronan and Louise and great credit is due to all involved for such a wonderful camp. The costs are kept low due to all the parents giving of their time voluntarily. Thank you to all involved. 

Swimming 
This was so successful last year that we have booked the pool and bus again on Wednesdays for all classes from Senior Infants to 6th. We will start again on Wednesday  16th September  for  5th and 6th  classes. This is part of the curriculum and all children must partake unless they have a medical cert advising against. As it is mandatory, the school  Board of Management have agreed to continue to subsidise the cost. We are only charging 50 euro per child to include 10 lessons and a bus to and from the pool. Please pay to the class teacher as soon as possible. This may be paid in instalments   as we recognize the high costs on parents as children return to school. 
Finally

We hope everyone has a happy and fruitful year in school. If you need any help, have queries etc, please don’t hesitate to contact us in the school office. Mr. Dave Foley our Home/School/Community/Liaison teacher is always around in the mornings and is contactable at 087 7806248.
