

November 18th 2009
Important Dates
Tuesday 24th November: School closed. See letter on other side 

Tues 8th December: School closed for School Development Planning Day.
Enrolments
Applications for Junior Infants for next September are being taken now. Application 

forms have been sent to the local Preschools and are available from the school office or downloaded from our website  www.stphilomenas.ie. Forms must be accompanied by the child’s Birth Cert and PPPS number. If you have already applied there is no need to apply again. Please inform neighbours and relations if they have a child who is of school age next year. Closing date for applications is Friday 27th November.
Charities

Thank you to all who supported our charities recently. We raised €340 at our non-uniform day before the midterm break for auto immune disease Myasthenia Gravis.

 Last week we filled a van with over 160 filled and decorated shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child. This was a great response and the organisers were very grateful to all our pupils. Our last charity before Christmas will be our annual raffle for a Sister of Charity school in Zambia. 

Book Fair

The Parents Association held a very successful book fair in the school last week. The commission was paid to the school in the form of books and €600 approx of books were distributed between the classes. A  huge thanks to Veronica Murray who organised it and to the other members of the Parents’ Association who ran it over the five days. 
Competition Winners

Congratulations to the prize winners in the following competitions: 
Bray Drugs Task Force Art competition: Katelyn Maloney (2nd class), Isabel Rubio (6th class) and Rebecca Duffy (4th class) 
Bray Lions Club art competition: Nikkita Maloney, Gabrielle Noruisyte and Rebecca O’ Keeffe ( 6th class)
Dublin Bus Calendar competition: Gabrielle Noruisyte’s (6th class) prizewinning design has gone on to be picked as a calendar page for the Dublin Bus Calendar 2010. 
Swine Flu

We have been told of about four cases in the school over the last few weeks which may  have been  swine flu. A number of other children have had viral infections which were not diagnosed as swine flu. Thank you to all the parents who have kept us informed and collected children promptly if they have been feeling unwell. Please make sure children are washing their hands frequently, have tissues and know how and when to use them and make sure they have a small, clean towel for their own personal use in a little toilet/plastic bag. 

Swimming 

Next week is the final week of swimming for 5th and 6th classes. They have improved greatly and all enjoyed it. 3rd and 4th classes will start their 10 week slot on 2nd December. 

