
November 2011
Important Dates

Mon 14th –Fri 18th Nov: Enrolments for Sept 2012 (see below)
 Mon 21st –Fri 25th Nov: Book Fair collection (see below)
Global Award Winners/Birds of Bray Blog
The classes involved in the Birds of Bray blog have received fantastic media coverage recently. They have featured on Mooney Goes Wild on RTE 1 and more recently they were on News 2Day and the 6 O’ Clock News. Ms McHale has just returned from Washington where she presented the project and she had a wonderful time meeting teachers from all around the world. The project was yet again an award winner. This was a great achievement as there were only 18 awards given out of 130 entrants. Well done to all involved!

Enrolments

Application forms with birth certs and PPPS numbers will be accepted in the school office for Sept 2012 from Monday 14th to Fri 18th November. Places will be offered before Christmas. Any applications that are received after this week will be put on a waiting list. 

Fundraisers 

€340 was raised at our “Dress Up” day for “Adam’s Wish to Walk” charity. The Team Hope Shoebox appeal was a great success again and 143 boxes were donated and collected last Friday.

Book Fair

Instead of our usual book fair everyone is invited to a “Bring and Buy” event. From Mon 21st to Friday 25th Nov, a box will be left in the reception hall for donations of books in good condition. The Parents’ Association will then organize them into age appropriate bundles and they will conduct a sale over two days. The idea is to allow children to get plenty of appropriate books cheaply. All children’s books will cost 50c and all adult books will cost about €1. 
Electrical Works

These are ongoing and so far have caused minimal disruption. We hope to have the main buildings totally rewired with new light fittings and CCTV by Christmas. 
Congratulations

Well done to Sophie Earls in 5th class who was placed 3rd in two categories in the World Kickboxing Championships in Spain recently.  Congratulations also to Kathleen Connors in 2nd class who was Highly Commended in an art competition run by the Bray Drugs Awareness Forum recently.
Swimming 

5th and 6th classes are on their final classes of swimming and will finish on the 23rd. On 30th November, 2nd, 3rd and 4th classes will start. 





PTO(
Mathletics
This is an on-line math’s programme that many schools have taken on. It is normally €40 per child but as we have a negotiated a reduction and the school will also subsidise it to bring the cost way down to €5 per child. We would like all children from 2nd class to 6th to avail of the offer. Dave will send out final details shortly.   
Parents Association 

At the AGM of the Parents Association, Jane Dare from the HSE gave a wonderful and very informative talk on parenting and common problems encountered in bringing up children.  

Aquarium Project
5th class are involved with a project on marine life which is jointly sponsored by the Sea Life aquarium in Bray and the Blackrock Education Centre. A fish tank has been  installed this week in the classroom and the girls will study and make  observations on all they see. 
School Website
The school website   www.stphilomenas.ie  has been entered into two competitions –the Junior Spider Awards and the Scoilnet Star Awards. A lot of work has gone in to upgrading and adding more information. We would like parents to use it and give us feedback on areas that work well and need improvement. There is a lot of information there for both parents and pupils with links to useful sites. 
Hygiene Matters
Please ensure your child has a small towel (eg. facecloth) in school every day to dry their hands. Also keep checking hair and treat if necessary.
Board of Management
The present Board of Management has come to an end and the next Board will meet shortly. The Board runs the school and has a four year term.
 The parent nominees from the outgoing Board are Kelli McGrath and Paul O’ Kelly. Paul (father of Eleanor 3rd class and Aaron 1st class) will stay on the board and be joined by Mandy Dutton (mother of Robyn, J. Infants and Adam, 1st class). Both Mandy and Paul were nominated and voted at the recent Parents Association meeting. 

 The school is very grateful to the Board members who give of their time on a voluntary basis, a big thanks to Kelli McGrath, Sr. Eugene Butler, Mike Doyle and Sharon Murphy-McKenna who are leaving the board. 

Information from the Board is brought back to the Parents Association by the parent nominees and also goes into the newsletter.
