

October 5th 2009

Important dates

Wednesday 7th: School closes at 12.30pm for staff meeting. Infants will be let out at 12.20pm to avoid congestion.
Thursday 22nd: Parent/ Teacher meetings – all classes (see below)

Friday 23rd:No Uniform day -dress up for Charity €2 donation
Monday 26th-Friday 30th Oct - School closed for Midterm break 

Testing

Testing in English and Maths will take place all classes from 1st to 6th this week. Results will be made available to parents at the Parent /Teacher meeting at the end of the month.
Parent/ teacher meeting 

We will have meetings for all parents in all classes on Thursday 22nd October starting at 3.15pm with the last appointment at 5.45pm.

Please contact the class teacher by Friday 11th  Oct if you need a particular time or a different day.  Some early morning slots are also available. We will as usual try and accommodate parents but we advise anyone with three children plus to try and make an appointment prior to the Thursday as you will be under pressure to get around to all staff in one afternoon. 

Charities 

Our charities for this term are (a) for Myasthenia (an auto immune disease). Children may dress up in a Halloween costume or their favourite clothes on Friday 23rd October. Each child makes a €2 donation to the  charity.
(b)The Christmas  Shoebox appeal in November is a favourite charity with the children here. Forms will be given out before the midterm break.

(c ) Our Christmas raffle will be held in December for a school in Zambia. 
Hall
The old school building will be completely rewired and the Senior  school building will have a wiring upgrade very shortly. Most of the work will take place during the midterm break but there will be some disruption before and afterwards also. The hall will not be available for three weeks approx and all PE will be taught outside (weather permitting).

Health and Safety issues are being addressed now and there may be restrictions on access to certain areas. Updates will be given as necessary and we ask for your cooperation during this time. However we will have a great bonus of updated lights and sockets, CCTV, stage lighting and amplification  to look forward to.  
Supervision

The school does not accept responsibility for children until the doors open at 9am. If you need to leave children to the school before 9am due to work or other commitments please contact the Breakfast Club at 2861082. The Marion Pre-School and Family Centre provide a breakfast club service for children from 8.20am until 9am when school opens. 
After School Activities

Below are the extra curricular activities available at present. Other activities may be available after Christmas. Please collect your child on time if they are not allowed to walk home. 
Monday: Camogie: 3rd,4th, 5th and 6th classes

Tuesday: Basketball: 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th classes

    Arts and crafts: 1st class

Thursday Athletics: 2nd and 3rd classes

Tues and Fri : “Hallelujah for all” Choir 5th and 6th classes
Health and Hygiene
A big thanks to everyone who has cooperated so well in trying to stop infection spreading. Remember to wash your child’s little towel once or twice a week. All the children have taken to the new rules extremely well.
Remember to check if they have tissues with them. 
AGM of Parents Association

Most votes came in for a morning session for the AGM of the Parents Association. A note will be sent to you shortly giving times etc. 

Swimming 

5th and 6th class are really enjoying their swimming classes and have continued to improve from last year. 3rd and 4th class will be starting their lessons just before Christmas. Thanks to all who have paid for their lessons and a reminder that the cost may be paid in instalments.

Art and Craft/Rental Money

 Again a thanks to all who have paid this to the office. We would ask those who have not yet paid to make an arrangement in the office to pay in instalments if that is more suitable. 
School Garden

All classes have been planting in their own patch. So far we have lettuce, pak choi, parsley, cabbage and spring bulbs growing. There is also a planting area for parents. If you wish to get involved in a Parent Gardening Club please contact Dave Foley through the office or see him on the corridors most mornings. 
Finally

Keep checking your child’s hair every week and treat if necessary. Head lice are unfortunately not affected by Swine Flue !
